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SUBJECT: CARDINAL LEKAI CALL ON CHARGE 
REF: BUDAPEST 0014 (NOTAL) 

1 . AS REPORTED PREVIOUS REFTEL, CARDINAL LASZLO LEKAI CALLED 
ON CHARGE AT EMBASSY JANUARY 4, TO RETURN COURTESY CALL MADE 
BY CHARGE PRIOR TO THE CARDINAL S TRIP TO U.S. TO PARTICIPATE 

IN EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS HELD IN PHILADELPHIA LAST AUGUST. 

2. THE FACT THAT THE HEAD OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN HUNGARY 
SHOULD MAKE A COURTESY CALL ON THE CHARGE AT THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY IS UNPRECEDENTED IN ITSELF. IN LIGHT OF PAST 
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE EMBASSY AND CARDINAL LEKAI'S 
PREDECESSOR, IT IS EVEN MORE REMARKABLE AND LADEN WITH 
SYMBOLISM. THE CARDINAL'S CALL WAS AS MUCH A PERSONAL 
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ACT ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE TYPE OF MAN HE IS, AS IT WAS. OF 
COURSE, REFLECTIVE OF HIS DESIRE TO SYMBOLIZE THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF NORMALCY WITHIN THE HUNGARIAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, AFTER ITS STORMY HISTORY OF THE PAST 30 YEARS. 

3. THE SUBSTANCE OF THE CONVERSATION DURING THE COURTESY 
CALL WAS LESS SIGNIFICANT THAN THE IMPORTANCE OF THE EVENT 
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ITSELF. THE CARDINAL GAVE A LENGTHY REPORT ON HIS TRIP 
TO THE U.S. WHICH HE FOUND EXTREMELY INTERESTING AND 
ENJOYABLE. HE WAS WELL RECEIVED EVERYWHERE, AND WAS 
PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO BE ABLE TO MEET WITH NUMEROUS 
MEMBERS OF HUNGARIAN- AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS. HE FOUND 
HIMSELF TO BE THE OBJECT OF MUCH CURIOSITY, A CERTAIN 
AMOUNT OF SUSPICION, AND CONSIDERABLE GOODWILL. 

4. THE CARDINAL COMMENTED ON THE HUNGARIAN-AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY AS BEING MIXED IN CHARACTER, AND INCLUDING A 
WIDE RANGE OF POLITICAL BELIEFS. HE MENTIONED THAT 
WHILE HIS TREATMENT BY THE AMERICAN PRESS WAS FRIENDLY, 
OPEN AND OBJECTIVE, THE EMIGRE PRESS WAS IN SOME CASES 
VERY HOSTILE TO HIM. HE SAID THAT THE MOST HOSTILE 
EMIGRES SEEM TO COME FROM AMONG THOSE "NATIONAL 
SOCIALISTS" WHO LEFT IN THE 1944-45 PERIOD, AND WHO 

HAVE NOT BEEN BACK TO VISIT HUNGARY. HE ADDED THAT 

THE HUNGARIAN-LANGUAGE PRESS SEEMED TO BE PREDOMINATELY 

IN THE HANDS OF "NATIONAL SOCIALIST" ELEMENTS. 

5. REPLYING TO A QUESTION ON THE STATUS OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION IN HUNGARY, CARDINAL LEKAI WAS MORE GUARDED, 
BUT SAID THAT THE SITUATION IS SLOWLY BUT STEADILY 
IMPROVING. HE SAID THAT HE REGULARLY CALLS THE 
ATTENTION OF AUTHORITIES TO PROBLEMS AS THEY OCCUR, 

AND MOST OF THEM ARE SOLVED AFTER SOME ATTENTION IS 
DEVOTED TO THEM. THERE ARE STILL MANY PROBLEMS TO 

BE SOLVED, HOWEVER, HE SAID. 
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6. AFTER HIS COURTESY CALL, CARDINAL LEKAI 

VISITED WITH GREAT INTEREST SOME OF THE EMBASSY ROOMS 
WITH INTERESTING BACKGROUND HISTORIES RELATED TO PAST 
CHURCH-STATE AFFAIRS. IN A SIGN OF THE TIMES, THE 
CARDINAL LEFT THE EMBASSY 90 MINUTES AFTER HE 
ARRIVED. 

MUDD 
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